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Shape memory alloys (Nitinol)

In a metal the atoms are arranged in regular |ong—range patterns called crystals and

there are lots of different arrangements of these (called crystal structures).

Alloys are mixtures of metals and careful control the amount of each metal is in the

alloy can have huge effect on the behaviour of the alloy.
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Shape memory alloys can be used
to make stents to help keep arteries open as they can be rolled up (deformed state)

and then the heat of the body can then help the alloy to return to its original shape.
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